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ADVERTIS E MEN TI. 


N the controverſy concerning Subſcription to Articles of 

Religion, two things ought principally to be attended to: 
one 1s, whether Subſcription to human formularies of faith can 
lawfully be required from the Teachers of an Eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion, by way of Teſt of their opinions : the other 1s, ſuppo- 
ſing this to be lawful, whether Subſcription to the Articles of 
the Church of England, as they ſtand at preſent, be a proper 
Teſt of ſuch opinions. The following Sermons do not enter 
into a diſcuſſion of either of theſe points, otherwiſe than inci- 
dentally : but thus much may be collected from them with 
reſpect to both, which ſeems to be greatly material to the ar- 
gument in favour of Subſcriptions; firſt, how ſpurious a 
Chriſtianity would probably be preached, were nothing more 
demanded from the Miniſters of the National Church, than a 
bare profeſſion of their belief in Scripture; and ſecondly, what 
ſort of articles would be ſubſtituted by modern reformers, were 


the reviſal or alteration of thoſe which now ſubſiſt committed 
to them. 


IT is now no ſecret, that many of the truths of Revealed 
Religion, thoſe which concern the Holy Trinity, the Divi- 
nity of the Son and Spirit, the antecedent ſtate of Chriſt, the 
nature and efficacy of the Sacrifice of his Death, with a variety 
of others, are conſidered by our new divines as Speculative 
Opinions; which, being above the apprehenſion of human un- 
derſtanding, are therefore not neceſſary to ſalvation. * Now if 


* See the Letter by a Chriſtian Whig ; a publication which, for its candour, does. 
honour to the Author's heart, and of which it is but ſlender praiſe to ſay, it is- 
by far the beſt that has yet been written by the impugners of Subſcriptions.. 
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3 
by Speculative Opinions be meant ſuch, as do not require the 
exertion of the Magiſtrate to repreſs them; it is allowed that 

either thoſe which have now been mentioned, nor indeed any 
other article of the Chriſtian creed, are properly within his 
juriſdiction. But in this argument, a diſtinction ſhould al- 
ways be made between Individuals and Public Teachers. 
With the opinions of the former, ſo long as they do not affect 
the peace of civil ſociety, the Magiſtrate has no concern: but, 
on ſuppoſition that one Religion 1s Eſtabliſhed by the State, 
with a full Toleration granted to the reſt, the Magiſtrate, (of 
whoſe office it 1s, as well to defend the Church he has taken in- 
to alliance from the injuries of other religious ſects, as to ſe- 
cure the temporal liberty and property of the ſubject) is con- 
cerned to ſee, that no opinions are propagated by the latter, 
which are likely to hurt the being or purity of the religion, 
eſtabliſned by himſelf : now were the authorized Teachers of 
this religion permitted to publiſh, without controul, whatever 
notions they, in their private judgments, ſhould think con- 
formable to Scripture ; the National Faith would ſoon be con- 
founded with the opinions of other religious communities, that 


were barely tolerated, and, in the event, would be quite de- 
ſtroyed. HG 


Bur another ſignification hath been affixed to Speculative 
Opinions; and by them, we have been told, are to be underſtood 
ſuch, as have no influence over the political or moral conduct 
of Individuals. If this idea be a true one, it will include, 
when carried to its utmoſt length, not only many of the con- 
feſſed doctrines of Chriſtianity, but even ſome of the worſt 
corruptions of Popery. That Jeſus was conceived of the 


Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, are both, in this ſenſe of 


the words, opinions, which are merely ſpeculative. Under the 
ſame denomination, as far as I can ſee, may alſo be compre- 


hended Tranſubſtantiation, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, and other 
doctrines 
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(i 
doctrines of the Church of Rome: theſe have no relation 
to the political principles, no manner of influence over the moral 
conduct, of Individuals: whether they be received or otherwiſe, 
a man is equally capable of fulfilling the offices of civil and 
domeſtic life, ſuch as ſubject, huſband, father, and friend; and 
therefore, according to this explanation, tliey may, with the 
ſame indifference, and with as little reaſon, be admitted, as 
other articles have, ſometimes, been rejected. But the truth is, 
there is no doctrine of Chriſtianity, which ought to be regard- 
ed as a matter of Speculation only; or which, when rightly 
underſtood, 1s not intimately connected with Practice. Thus 


one that believes the Redeemer to have been a Divine Perſon, 


who had an exiſtence with the Father before the world was, 
who came down from Heaven and was incarnate, and who his 
own ſelf bare our fins in his own body on the tree;* muſt needs be 
affected with very different ſentiments of piety and gratitude 
from what another will feel, that conceives of Chriſt as a mere 
man, who, after teaching religion to an 1gnorant and wicked 
world, loſt his life in the cauſe of virtue. An uniformity of 
belief, in ſuch doctrines, may be impoſſible: but it is one thing 
to entertain a diverſity of opinion concerning an article of faith, 


and another thing to reject it, as unneceſſary to ſalvation, 


becauſe imperfectly underſtood by us. At this rate, ſome of 
the moſt eſſential principles of Natural Religion might be ſet 
aſide; for theſe, though proved by arguments which amount 
to demonſtration, do yet abound with difficulties, concerning 
which mankind ever has been, and ever will be, divided, and 
which exceed the moſt enlarged underſtanding to explain or: 


comprehend. 
® x Pet. ii. 24. 
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2-COR. . 1. 


WE ARE NOT AS MANY, WHICH CORRUPT THE WORD OF GOD; 


BUT AS OF SINCERITY, BUT AS OF GOD, IN THE SIGHT OF 
GOD, SPEAK WE IN CHRIST. 


T appears from the text, and other paſſages of holy Scrip- 
ture, that the earlieſt ages of the church of Chriſt were not 
exempt from errors, which corrupted the purity of the goſpel, 
and deformed its native perfection with unneceſſary additions 
of the commandments of men. ꝙ Even in the times, diſtinguiſhed 
by the moſt abundant effuſions of the divine Spirit, there 
were not wanting many, that handled the word of God deceit- 
fully;* debaſing the integrity of its abſolute and ſimple 
nature with the leaven of Gentile philoſophy, or HPoiling it 
after the traditionsF and vain opinions of the Jews. The origi- 
nal articles of this divine inſtitution were calculated, not to 
amuſe the underſtanding, but to amend the heart; and, added 
to the wonderful atteſtations that accompanied their promul- 
gation, were enough, with ſober men, to reſtrain them from 
affecting to be wiſe above what was written, and perſuade them 
A to 


$ Mark vii. 7. *2Cor.iv. 2. 1 Coloſſ. ii. 8. f 1 Cor. iv. 6. 


1 

to adhere 10 the faith aubich was once delivered unto the ſaints. 

And yet, by a ſtrange, though not uncommon, perverſity of 
human conduct, no ſooner were men poſſeſſed of this laſt beſt 
gift of heaven, than 1t was abuſed to all the monſtrous pur- 
poſes of vice and ſuperſtition ; no ſooner was the good ſeed ſown 
by the Son of Man, but the wicked one + was permitted, for the 
accompliſhment of the great deſigns of Providence, to mingle 
tares among the wheat, which ſprang up and wound themſelves 


about the riſing ſtem, and retarded its progreſs to maturity and 
perfection. 


Tur ſame unhappy mixture of truth and error hath infected 


later times. Succeeding ages, inſtead of profiting by the miſ- 


takes of their predeceſſors, have diſcovered but too ſtr ong a 
propenſity to imitate their miſconduCt: and whether from airy 
pretenſions to ſuperior knowledge, or from an overweening 
fondneſs for novelties, which ſeems to be an original frailty in 
ſome minds, or from the alluring nature of the novelties them- 
ſelves, often calculated to favour the worſt corruptions of the 


human heart, the teachers of falſe opinions have never failed 


of followers from among the vicious or the vain; and, to pur- 


ſue the ſame alluſion as before, whenever the reapers of the 
word have given joyful expectations of a future harveſt, the 


rank weeds of Hereſy have ſecretly ſtarted up, and killed or 
ſtifled every chearful hope of plenty. 


DirrERENT ages of the church have been diſcriminated by 
different degrees of purity and corruption. At one time its 
doctrines have been tricked with the tinſel of Art and Allegory; 
at another, they have been conveyed away by the preſtiges of a 
Scholaſtic Theology ; ; and at a third, been overlaid and buried 


under 


® Jude 3. + Matth. xii. 37, 38. 
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131 
under the rubbiſh of Idolatry and Superſtition. The times, 
when its ſplendor. has ſhone the brighteſt, have been thoſe of 
adverſity and perſecution ; when the powers of the world were 


all arrayed to oppoſe its progreſs, and, by the piety and blood 
of its profeſſors, were gloriouſly ſubdued. 


AmMoNGs the ſymptoms, which mark the complexion of the 
preſent times, fatally over-run with almoſt every ſpecies of 
profligacy and licentiouſneſs, it were an inſtance of blindneſs to 


be pitied not to ſee, that the leading feature, by which we are 


diſtinguiſhed, 1s a profane neglect and contempt of Religion. 
And as it is the nature of vice to put on a variety of diſcordant 
ſhapes, this diſregard to religious obligations hath ſhewn itſelf 
in a motley multitude of groteſque and uncouth appearances : 
now clad in the flimſy veſt of French philoſophy and critique; 
now cloaked in the ſolemn garb of abſtract ſpeculation and 


enquiry ; and now again, which is its uſual form, in a diſ- 


avowal of every moral principle, by an open and bare-faced 
naturaliſm. 


Ap even of thoſe, who are fond of appearing to ſupport 
the declining cauſe of virtue, the labours of many have been 
ſo unfriendly to that ſyſtem of religion, which is contained in 
the doctrines of the Eſtabliſhed Church, as to adminiſter cauſe 
of ſuſpicion, that, under pretence of promoting the work of 
reformation, their ſecret with has been to overturn the Na- 
tional Worſhip. Nor is this ſuſpicion wholly groundleſs ; 
whether we conſider the perverſe diſlike fuch perſons have diſ- 
covered to Religious Eſtabliſhments in general, or the particular 
virulence they have manifeſted to the Church of England; 
that Church, whoſe protection they have ſo ill requited, and 


A 2 whoſe 


- — 


whoſe fences they have endeavoured to lay open to the ravages 
of every bold invader. 


Tus perfidious temper has been ſeen, as well among them, 
who are the profeſſed Enemies to the National Religion, as M9 
among thoſe, who are, or would be thought, its Friends. 1 


1. As to the former, they who from motives of conſcience 1 
diſſent from the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, and differ from us in 9 
points of Diſcipline rather than of Doctrine; the liberty of 5 
private judgment, which we vindicate to ourſelves, we allow, 
without reſtraint or deſire of any, to them. If for reaſons of 
prudence, and to ſecure the exiſtence of the National Church, 
we think ourſelves juſtified, from the cleareſt principles of the 
Law of Nations,“ in excluding them from offices of profit and 
truſt in the diſpoſal of the magiſtrate; we have not ſo much 
as a wiſh to narrow the bounds of that free Toleration, which 
is at once an honour to our religion, and a ſecurity to them and 
to ourſelves. We renounce all pretenſions to coercive power, 
in matters of opinion, as a violation of the rights of human 
nature, and of civil ſociety : we uſurp no dominion over their 
faith, but deſire to be helpers of therr joy: + we acknowledge them 
as ſheep belonging to the ſame ſhepherd, only lodging for the 
preſent in different fold; and we embrace them, with the arms 
of charity, as followers of the ſame Lord, and heirs together of 


the grace of life. & 
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* See The Alliance between Church and State, Book the 3d; where the intelli- 3 
gent reader may be furniſhed with the juſteſt ideas, on which the Neceſſity of a 1 
National Religion and the Equity of a Teſt-Law may, conſiſtently, be main- $ 
tained ; and which, had the preſent cavillers againſt the Eſtabliſhment been pleaſ- 6 
ed to have conſulted, they might have ſeen every one of their flimſy objections 9 
anſwered, even before they were made. | 'N 


| | + 2 Cor. 1. 24. t John x. 16. C x Pet. iii. 7. 
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Bur there are Sectaries of another ſtamp, who, abuſing the 
privileges indulged to them by the mildneſs of our conſtitution, 
and unmindful of the moderation, which becomes their cha- 
racter and their cauſe, have forfeited that claim to Chriſtian 
fellowſhip, which 1s juſtly due to their more candid brethren, 
and which, as far as it is prudent, we wiſh not to refuſe even 
to them. Theſe, though infinitely divided among themſelves, 
and united in nothing but their ſeparation from us, have made 
it their buſineſs, on every occaſion, and without occaſion, to 
affront the public ear, by calumniating the National Religion, 
and aſperſing its Miniſters: and have gone on, in a ſtrain of 
malevolence, which, in times leſs profligate, would have been 
eſteemed portentous, to vilify the eſtabliſhed opinions as repug- 
nant to the goſpel — becauſe at variance with their own; 
and to repreſent the authorized diſpenſers of its truths, as a ſet 
of men every way unworthy of confidence from the public ; 
as perſons either for their credulity to be pitied, or for their 
hypocriſy to be deſpiſed; either foes to reaſon, by maintaining 
doctrines which are impious or abſurd, or prevaricating with 
the moſt ſacred obligations, by aſſenting to articles they do not 
believe. Now, were not the ears of theſe deaf adders * for 
ever cloſed againſt conviction, the hiſtory of mankind might 
have informed them, not one civil community is to be found, 
without ſome ſpecies of a National Religion ; common ſenſe 
might have taught them, ſuch a Religion cannot be ſupported, 
without concord in opinions; and common decency might 
have ſuggeſted to them, the Miniſters of this Religion are ſer- 
vants of the State, and to hold them out as objects of deriſion, 
by an unlimited and general abuſe, is an inſult on the Govern- 
ment that protects them. But perhaps, after all, it is not fo 
much at the Doctrines or at the Diſcipline of the Eſtabliſh + 


| ment 
* Pal, Iviii. 4. 
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ment ſuch ſchiſmatics are offended, as at other leſs ſpiritual 
appendages, annexed to the profeſſion of them. The time 
has been, when the modelling of the church was, for a while, 
committed to themſelves; and, no doubt, the Saints of the pre- 
ſent age are yearning for the return of thoſe golden days of 
goſpel- perfection. How indeed they uſed their power, is not 
for their credit to ſay, and is too well known to be diſſembled; 
which, though they may chuſe not to remember, the guardi- 
ans of our conſtitution, We hope, will not haſtily forget. 


2. Ir were to be wiſhed, the ſpecies of malignity, here 

complained of, could juſtly be objected only to them, who are 
by profeſſion the Enemies of our Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtration ; 
and it 1s painful to add, the ſame untoward diſpoſition has 
been but too viſible among thoſe, who are, or would be thought 
its Friends. We can, in ſome ſort, allow for the petulance of 
Sectaries in this cauſe; who may think themſelves obliged to 
reflect on the national worſhip, as neceſſary for a vindication 
of their own : but we are at a loſs for arguments to exculpate 
thoſe, who, after voluntarily devoting themſelves to the ſervice 
of the Eſtabliſhment, and actually living on the wages they 
receive from it, can yet allow themſelves to join with our 
bittereſt adverſaries, in reviling its ordinances, and inveighing 
againſt its doctrines. Such a conduct, however diſguiſed under 
the covering of bearing teſtimony to the truth, cannot but 
appear diſhonourable both to Difſenters and to Churchmen. 
The former will regard the men with horror, who for the ſake 
of legal advantages, from which themſelves are only excluded 
for their honeſty, have, ſolemnly and deliberately, declared 
their unfeigned aſſent to articles of faith, which they are 
known both to diſbeheve and ridicule : And the latter, how- 
ever indifferent to religious conſiderations in general, will eaſily 


ſee, 
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* that artifice and management are peculiarly unbecoming a 
function, in which it is ſome imputation to be ſiſpected of equi- 
vocation and duplicity, which is calculated to rectify the obli- 
quities of earthly wiſdom, and to prepare the human nature, 
under the direction of God's word, for a participation of 
the divine. We have heard of ſome, and we have known 
others, who, though not averſe to continuing in a ſituation, 
into which they were admitted, by virtue of a conformity, 
which, at the time of making, was ſincere; could never be 
induced, by any proſpects of intereſt or ambition, to repeat a 
confeſſion, which, on maturer deliberation, they judged erro- 
neous: Such men deſerve, and have, the reſpect and eſteem of 
ſincere Chriſtians of every denomination. Again, there may be 
others, who, approving on the whole the mode of worſhip eſ- 
tabliſhed by law, are not without their ſcruples as to particular 
parts, which, with advantage to the general edification, might, 
they think, be amended or removed: And ſuch too, if it might 


be done with ſafety, every good man would wiſh to ſee relieved. 


But what ſhall we ſay to thoſe, who ſerve at the fame altar, and 
are greedy to eat of the ſame ſacrifices with us; who, in an 
affair where conſcience and religion are eſſentially concerned, 
can deviate ſo wide from the ſtrait path of Chriſtian ſimplicity, 
as to conform to our Liturgy and Doctrines, and to impugn 
their truth ; who with one hand engage to ſupport the national 
worſhip, and in the other hold a weapon ready drawn to deſtroy 
it; men, who vent out from us, and are not of us;* and who, 
with the ſame good faith, might ſubſcribe to the creed of Ma- 
homet as to that of the Church of England? If ſuch perſons 
would be thought in earneſt in their aſſeverations; what remains 
but that they abandon a communion they. deem corrupt, and 
have recourſe to other ways of life, more honourable, and not 

leſs. 


* 1 John ii. 19. 


TO 
leſs lucrative, which to men of their verſatility and addreſs will 
offer themſelves in plenty ? If, unwilling to betake themſelves 


to ſecular employments, they pretend a prior obligation to the 
work of the Miniſtry, and to ſay with St. Paul, Woe unto us if 


ave preach not the goſpel ; * even here a method is open, in which 


their pious purpoſe may be brought to bear, without offence 
to ſincerity or to charity: After renouncing all claims to 
advancement under the Eſtabliſhment, let them take the be- 
nefit of the protection, allowed to Sectaries from the Tolera- 
tion ; and having foregone the ſatisfaction of making known 
their improvements in theology at the Church, let them vend 


their holy wares, without moleſtation, to their fond admirers 
at the Conventicle. 


Bur there is a more terrible aggravation of the evil yet be- 
hind. When men, not content with modeſtly propoſing their 


notions in private, are ſo far poſſeſſed with the rage of novelty, 


as openly to contradict eſtabliſhed doctrines, which perſons of 


the cooleſt and ableſt heads, after a ſober and diligent ſearch, 


have believed, as really to be proved from Scripture; and con- 
cerning which even they who doubted had hitherto been wont 
to obſerve a reverend ſilence: When, the more effectually to 
bring in their damnable herefies, + undue arts are uſed to miſlead 
the riſing generation, and to ſtain the native candour of inge- 
nuous youth with early prejudices againſt the religion of their 
country: When the ſubject in diſpute is not a quibbling diſ- 
tinction in metaphyſics, a mode of worſhip, or the inſtitutions 
of human authority, but ſuch as affects the very eſſence of the 
Chriſtian Faith; articles, the profeſion of which every Na- 
tional Church, ſince the times of the Apoſtles, has thought 
itſelf bound in duty to hold faſt, fand, on no conſideration, to 


diſ- 


* 1 Cor. ix. 16. + 2 Pet. ii. 1. 1 Heb, x. 23. 


l 

diſpenſe with or reject: When, in the language of Cicero, e 
inter nos non de TERMINIS, ſed de TOTA POSSESSIONE contentto : 
Here the matter aſſumes a more ſerious aſpect ; and all, who © 
are from principle attached to the cauſe of God and his Chriſt, 
will wiſh to ſee ſuch dangerous and deſtructive opinions ex- 
poſed, by every honeſt method of reproof and cenſure. In order 

to this, it will be neceſſary to ſpecify the particular inſtances, in 
which the word of God has, as we think, been corrupted or ex- 
plained away, by our modern Illuſtrators of the Chriſtian 
ſcheme: Such a detail, though principally intended for the 
ſervice of thoſe, who have yet to learn the rudiments of the 
doctrine of Chriſt, will ſuggeſt many uſeful reflections to them, 
who are advancing faſt unto perfefion;* who have no need that 

one teach them again which be the firſt principles of the oracles of 
God, + and yet may, not unprofitably, be put in remembrance of 
theſe things, though they know them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 

truth. | | 


* Heb. vi. 1. 1 Heb. v. 12. t 2 Pet. i. 12. 
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2 COR. ii. 17. 


WI ARE NOT AS MANY, WHICH CORRUPT THE WORD OF GOD; 
BUT AS OF SINCERITY, BUT AS OF GOD, IN THE SIGHT OF 
GOD, SPEAK WE IN CHRIST. 


O one circumſtance in the records of Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory is mentioned with greater honour to the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, or with fuller evidences of truth, than the happy 
effects, which the preaching of the goſpel had on the lives and 
manners of its converts. A change ſo wonderful and ſudden, 
which effaced at once the ſtubborn habits of vice, and in their 
ſtead impreſſed on the yielding heart new principles of piety 
and virtue, it is difficult to aſcribe to any other cauſe, than to 
the power of Grace triumphing over the weakneſs of Nature, 
and manifeſting its ſuperiority over the intereſts of expiring 
Gentiliſm, by a viſible diſplay of the fruits of the Spirit, in all 
goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth. x But though ſo great 
and general a reform can only be explained, on the ſuppoſition 
of a more than ordinary meaſure of divine aſſiſtance, imparted 

B 2 | to 


* Epheſ..v. 9. 


12 ] 

to the firſt Chriſtians; much of the continuance in this bleſſed 
courſe ought, in juſtice, to be attributed to themſelves. Thoſe 
glorious confeſſors to the name of Chriſt were more eminent 
for their zeal and ſincerity, than for their eloquence and erudi- 
tion: they ſtudied the ſacred oracles, not as containing a rule 
of Science, but a rule of Life: they were more buſied in ex- 
ploring the methods, by which the Evil of Sin might be done 
away, than in amuſing ſpeculations about its Origin; and, 
'4 little attentive to the Theory of Religion, their whole aim was 
17 directed to recommend and adorn the Practice of it, by Re- 
4 pentance toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.* 


Bur thoſe halcyon days of primitive truth and purity were 
not ſuffered to laſt long. The ſacred edifice of the church 1s 
5 indeed immoveable, as a rock ; and the gates of bell ſhall never 
prevail againſt it: + Yet on this Foundation hath been erected 

an unweildy ſuperſtructure of wood, hay, ſtubble ; * diſcordant 
doctrines, and unholy practices; which have diſgraced the 
beauty of the building, though unable to impair its ſtrength. 
Human inſtitutes, of various kinds, have been ſucceſſively added 
to the divine ; ſome more, ſome leſs abhorrent from the ge- 
nius of the goſpel; but all contributing, in their way, to 
4 vitiate its integrity, and {ſhiver the ſimple faith into ſects and 
| factions. The beginning of this unchriſtian ſtrife aroſe from 
the prejudices of the Jewiſh converts; who, fondly addicted 
to the law of Moſes; were for retaining the ſhadows of their old 
: { ſyſtem, when poſſeſſed of the ſabſtance of the new. The con- 
i tention was next encreaſed by the converts from the Gentiles : 
theſe, early initiated into the hidden rites of Paganiſm, deform- 
bl | ed the religion of Jeſus with meretricious ornaments, from 
 - the learning of the Greeks: unnatural and far-fetched Alle- 
48 gories were forced from the words of Scripture, in imitation 


of 


| 

| | 

* Acts xx. 21, + Matth. xvi. 18. ＋ 1 Cor, iii. 11, 12. 
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of the viſions of the Platonic Philoſophy; which, in after 
times, were followed by the Sums and Sentences, which the ob- 
fcure diligence of the Schoolmen had raiſed on the metaphyſi- 
cal ſubtleties of the Ariſtotelians. The ſpiritual dominion of 
Antichriſtian Rome, and the bitter ingredients of that enchant- 
ed cup with which ſhe hath drenched the nations of the earth, 
were another fruitful ſource of ſuperſtitions, which overſpread 
the Weſtern World: and which were happily removed in part, 
and only in part, at the æra of the Reformation. Paſt follies 
have been again revived, and with the ſame arguments have 
been again confuted. The hydra-heads of Infidelity, after all 
our care to extirpate them, have pullulated afreſh : and little 
more hath been left to Modern Refiners in theology, in their 
attempts to deprave the ſacred text, but to retail the wretched 
traſh of exploded Hereſies, which their 1 ignorance of antiquity 
would obtrude upon us as new. 


Wr now addreſs ourſelves to produce inſtances, in which 
the genuine doctrines of Chriſtianity, or, what in all the par- 
ticulars we have to mention are much the ſame, the doctrines 
of the Church of England, have been adulterated or explained 
away by divines, both within and without the Eſtabliſhment ; 
in order, as 1s pretended, to ſimplify the articles of faith into 
a conſiſtent ſyſtem of Rational Religion: indeed, ſo very Ra- 


tional, as to have almoſt nothing to do with Revelation, if by 


that word we underſtand any truths, not immediately deduci- 
ble from the light of reaſon. 


1. Tur fundamental principle, on which Revealed Religion, 
under every diſpenſation, has been ſupported, is the UNIT of 
the Divine Nature. This doctrine made a conſiderable part 
in the religious belief of the Patriarchs: to preſerve it uncor- 

rupted 


1 


rupted in the midſt of an idolatrous world, was, among others, 
one chief reaſon of the ſelection of the Jews: and it is incul- 
cated, with particular care, by our Lord himſelf, on his diſci- 
ples.“ Yet every attentive reader of the New Teſtament muſt 
have obſerved, that the Godhead is uniformly repreſented as 
appearing under Three Characters; to a of whom divine 
attributes and honours are aſcribed, and ſeparate works and 
offices aſſigned to each, in conducting the economy of man's 
ſalvation. When we call them Perſons, we mean no more than 
that each has a diſtinct agency of his own; and rather to avoid 
the error of thoſe, who taught that Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, were only different names of one and the ſame Per- 
ſon, exhibiting Himſelf under different relations, than to ap- 
ply the word to Them, in the ſame ſenſe we apply it to one 
another. When we maintain, theſe Three Perſons are One 
God, we pretend not to convey an adequate notion either of 
their Union, or their Diſtinction, both which are, in a great 
meaſure, by us inexplicable; but to deny that there are more 
Gods than One, at the ſame time that we are obliged to ac- 
knowledge that the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt are, 
ke: Sg them, the object of a Chriſtian's Worſhip : Juſt as 
when we ſay, that Chriſt is the only begotten Son of God, we 
are not ſuppoſed to mean, He 1s his Son after the ſame way, 
that one begotten and born of earthly parents 1s the ſon of his 
natural father; but becauſe thoſe words are the beſt, which 
the imperfection of human language and human comprehen- 
ſion will allow, to ſignify, in a diſtant obſcure manner, the 
relation between the Father and his only Son our Lord, in 
whom all the fulneſs of the Godhead dwells. On this ground the 
catholic doctrine of a Trinity in Unity 1s built: and it had 
been happy, had Chriſtians, in all ages, adhered to ſo ſimple 
an wr oftion, rather than perplexed themſelves and others 
with 


* Mark xil. 28, 29. 4 Col. ii. 9. 


12 J 7 
with ambiguous and ſcholaſtic terms, which often had no 
meaning, or a wrong one. What learned controverſies would 
have been thus prevented? What elaborate diſtinctions, and 
ftrifes of words,* which miniſter queſtions rather than edifying which 
7s in faith, + would have been decided, or rendered uſeleſs? 
What wonder, if when unable to comprehend the Eternity, 
the Self-exiſtence, the Ubiquity, and even the Unity itſelf of 
the Divine Being ; we ſhould be equally unable to comprehend 
the Perſonal Diſtinctions ſubſiſting in the Godhead, and be 
overwhelmed and loſt in the abyſs of Infinite Perfection? Some 
way or other, we may reſt aſſured, the Divinity of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghoſt muſt be conſiſtent with the doctrine, that 
God 1s One ; for both are declared in Scripture, and the Father 
of Truth can have no communion with error. Whether, in 
our preſent ſtate, we be capable of underſtanding this myſtery, 
we know not: that it is not neceſſary to underſtand it, we are 
certain, becauſe it is not revealed. 'The Almighty may cover 
his throne with clouds, and reſide, with unobſcured glory, in 
the majeſty of darkneſs, for reaſons which are to us inſcrutable. 
The Secret things belong unto the Lord our God ; but thoſe things, 
which are Revealed, belong unto Us, and to our children for ever. 
Canſt thou by ſearching find out God? canſt thou find out the Al- 
mighty to perfection? It is as high as Heaven; what canſt thou do ? 
deeper than Hell; what canſt thou know? The meaſure thereof is 
longer than the earth, and broader than the ſea. 


Sucn are the humble ſentiments of unaffected piety on a 
queſtion, in contemplation of which even Angels veil their faces, 
and which of all others is the leaſt ſubject to the determina- 
tions of human reaſon. © But Fools ruſh in, where Angels 
fear to tread.” The profane levity, and mockery, with which 
the doctrine of the adorable Trinity hath been treated by the 
ſcoffers 


* 1 Tim. vi. 4. +1 Tim. i. 4. Deut. xxix. 29. || Job xi. 7, 8, 9, 


16 ] 
ſcoffers of the preſent age, who would penetrate into the arcana 
of the Godhead, and fathom the depths of the Divine Nature 
with the ſhort line of their own underſtanding, is known to 
all, who are in the leaſt converſant in their writings. The 
| ſeeming contradictions, that Three are One, and One is Three, 
| have been rung in the ears of the aſtoniſhed world, with un- 
4 ceaſing clamour: And one Hereſiarch, * in defiance of the Laws 
1 as well as Religion of his Country, hath aſſerted, that the Ser- 


vice of the Church of England is ſhockingly Abſurd, manifeſtly 

Impious, nay more, Idolatrous. And for what? — becauſe it 

a maintains, that ** Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, is moſt high in 
the glory of God the Father.“ 


2. Ir our modern explainers of Chriſtianity are ſo offended 
with the doctrine concerning the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
conſidered together, as ON; we need not wonder, if they ap- 
pear equally diſguſted, when we maintain, in conformity with 
+ Scripture and the Eſtabliſhed Church, that the Sox, and HoLy 
NF Gnos r, in their ſeparate capacities, are truly Divine. And yet, 

if any thing be revealed as an article of the Chriſtian faith, it 
1 is this. The ſame incommunicable Names, and Titles, and 
M Attributes are aſcribed to both, which are, in an eſpecial man- 
1 ner, appropriated to Gop, and which cannot be applied to 
created Beings of the higheſt order, without the utmoſt impro- 
Ty priety and even blaſphemy. From EVERLASTING fo EVERLAST- 
inG the FATHER is GoD: JesUs CHRIST 7s the ſame yeſterday, 
1 70 day, and FOR EVER: and Chriſt, through the ETERNAL SPIRIT, 
„ offered himſelf without ſpot to God. The LoRD tis a God of 
1 KNOWLEDGE, and by him actions are wetghed: the SON KNOWETH 
Wl All things; he needed not that any ſhould teſtify of man, for he KNEW 
5 what was in man: and the SPIRIT SEARCHETH all thiugs, yea the 


. 
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* See Prigſtliyꝰs Remarks on the 4th vol. of the Commentaries on the Laws 
1 of England, with the ſenſible and candid Reply of the ad mirable Author of the 
. C mmentaries. 


+ Pſ. xc. 2. Heb, xi:i. 8. Heb. ix. 14. 
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n 
deep things of God.. The Faruk raiſeth up the dead, and 


QUICKENETH ?hem: even ſo the SON QUICKENETH whom he will: 


and Chriſt, after being put to death in the fleſh, was QUICKENED 
by the Sy1RIT. What now hath infidelity to urge, in oppo- 
ſition to authorities ſo deciſive, and fo thickly fown in Scrip- 
ture, that not even the hook of a deſpairing Heretic can root 
them out? Becauſe our Lord, when in his human nature con- 
verſing with his diſciples on” earth, ſpeaks of himſelf as inferior 
to the Father, and mentions ſome things, the knowledge of 
which was withheld from him; therefore, ſay our expoſitors, 
he is inferior to the Father, when conſidered as poſſeſſed of a 
divine nature — though, under his idea, we are taught to be- 
lieve that He and his Father are ONE, that he thought it not robbery 
to be EQUAL with God, and that in him are hid all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and KNOWLEDGE. Becauſe the term God is ſome- 
times uſed in a lower ſenſe, denoting only dominion, and J. hey 
are, abuſively, called Gods, unto whom the word of God came; 


therefore the ſame term, when applied to it, denotes only 
C | a 


* x Sam. ii. 3. John xvi. 30. John ii. 25. 1 Cor. ii. 10. 

+ John v. 21. 1 Pet. iii. 18, The Text of Phil. ii. 6. is one of thoſe 
controverted paſſages of Scripture, which Socinian divines, of every age, have 
endeavoured to preſs into their ſervice. A nameleſs writer, in an Appeal to the 
ſerious and candid Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, (which, the more effectually to diffuſe 
the poiſon contained in it, is ſold at the price of One Penny, with an allowance to 
thoſe who give it away) explains it thus: © Chriſt was 2 from thinking of ſuch 
cn IMPIous Robbery, as that of being equal with God, (for ſo the text ought to have 
been tranſlated) but made himſelf of no reputation, and acknowledged that his Father 
was greater than he.” The learned reader need not be told, the word Impious is 
added to this tranſlation, not only in oppoſition to the whole tenor of the Apoſtle's 
argument, but alſo without the leaſt authority from the original. If this be not 
a falſifying of evidence, to ſupport a favourite opinion, I know not what is. One 
could hardly have expected, a Lover of the Goſpel could have been guilty of ſuch 
a cheat. I make no ſcruple to call the inſertion a palpable Fraud; the malignity 
of which, when exerciſed on ſuch a ſubject, cannot better be expreſſed than in 
h's own ®$ithet, by declaring it to be an impiaus impoiition on the Engliſh read- 
er, for whoſe uſe the Appeal is principally intended. ; 

+ John x. 30. Phil, ii, 6. Coloſſ. ii. 3. Pf. Ixxxii. 6. John x. 35. 
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a ſubordinate Being — though the Creation of all things, vi- 


ble and invifible, in heaven and in earth, be aſcribed to him; & 


though he be called Lord and God, ¶ King of: Kings, and Lord 
of Lords; ,* though all men are commanded to honour the Son, 


even as they honour the Father ;4 and he is ſaid to be exalted far 


above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every Name that is named, not only in this world, but in that which 
is to come. Becauſe in ſome places of the Old Teſtament, the 
Spirit of God may, poſſibly, mean nothing more than a particu- 
lar energy or exerciſe of the divine power; therefore the nu- 


merous texts in the New, which aſſert, or imply, the Perſonal 


Character of the Holy Ghoſt, may all be overlooked and for- 


gotten — though that Divine Spirit be repreſented as making 


znterceſſion* for us, as ſpeaking, + teaching, | reproving ;|| and 


the ſame marks and tokens of Perſonality are every where at- 


tributed to Him, as to the Father and to the Son. In this 
manner the intruders into thoſe things which they have not ſeen, 
vainly puffed up by their fleſhly minds,% have attempted to dethrone 
the Redeemer and Sanctifier, by diveſting them of their divine 
honours; and, dazzled with the deluſive light from the fumes 


of a heated fancy, have been led aſtray from the ſober path 
of truth and reaſon. 


3. AxiN to the doctrine of Chriſt's DrvixiTy is that, which 
inſtructs us in his PRE-EXISTENCE : which is aſſerted in Scrip- 


ture ſo expreſſly, and delineated in characters fo ſtrong and 
luminous, as if it were written with a ſun-beam. He vas 
in the BEGINNING wth God, and was God. All things were MADE 


$ Neh. ix, 6. Gen. i. 1. compared with John i. 3. Coloſſ. i. 16, 17. Heb. i. 10. 


q Acts x. 36. Rom. ix. 5, „ Rev. xvii. 14. & xix. 16. + John v. 23. 


+ Epheſ. i. 21. Rom. viii. 29. John xvi. 13. { John xiv. 26. John xvi. 8. 
1 ji. 18. | | 
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by him, and without him was not any thing made that was abs C 
He CAME FROM Ged, and went to God.*, No man hath aſ- 
cended up to heaven, but he that CAME D ow N from heaven.F 
Before Abraham was, I AM. | And new, O Father, glorify me 
with thine own ſelf, with the glory which I had with thee, BE- 
FORE THE WORLD WAS. I came FORTH FROM the Father, 
and am come into the world; again, I leave the world, and go to 
the Father: Upon which, the dz/crples of Chriſt ſaid unto him, 
Lo! now ſpeakeſt thou PLAINLY, and ſpeakeſ} No PROvERBs.\ 
Is it poſſible, you will ſay, that teſtimonies ſo full and clear 
can be ſet aſide by any one, who has faith in Scripture, ſo little 
as a grain of muſtard ſeed? ¶ Yet what will not gigantic im- 
piety, when it aſſaults the ſkies, endeavour ! The article of 
the Pre-exiſtence of Chriſt, if allowed, would be an eternal 
obſtacle in the way of the favourite principle of our new goſ- 
pellers, that the Redeemer was a mere Man, the ſame kind of 
being, in all reſpects, with ourſelves. To conciliate the minds 
of their followers to ſuch a doctrine, every art is tried to elude 
the force of the plaineſt texts; and arguments are uſed to 
prove the Humanity of Chriſt, by way of excluding his Di- 
vinity, of which I will only ſay, they are ſuch as every wiſe 


man would be aſhamed of, and every ſerious Chriſtian muſt 
abhor. 


OTHER articles of equal importance, and whoſe ſincerity 
has been equally corrupted, I reſerve for the preſent: for I 
would not that you ſhould be detained on theſe thorny beds too 
long. In the mean time we may be permitted, not without 
juſt indignation, to aſk, 1s it for the ſake of introducing 

"oy ſuch. 


T || John j. 1. 3. john vi viii. 42. & xiii. 3, -+ John iii. 13. tJobn viii. 58. 
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ſuch corruptions, as we have now expoſed, that the faith and 
worſhip of the Church of England are to be new modelled ; 
the moſt venerable and reſpectable of her Prelates inſulted ; 
and every worthy character of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, who 
refuſes, or but heſitates, to accede to the meaſures propoſed 
for accompliſhing ſuch a deſign, to be treated with abuſe and 
contumely ? Is it to pave the way to ſuch attempts, that the 
firſt incroachment on our Religious Conſtitution 1s to begin 
among ourſelves, the approved cuſtoms of the Univerſity are to 
- be ſet aſide, and the honeſt frankneſs of our youth abuſed, to 
ſerve the purpoſes of a deſpairing faction? Let no true friend 
to our Alma Mater conceive thus miſerably of the degeneracy 
of her ſons. The Univerſity of Cambridge will ever preſerve 
that purity of Faith as well as Manners, which the world ex- 
pects from her, and which will always be both her ornament 
and her ſupport. And indeed, though ſpeaking to yourſelves, 
I muſt have leave to add, you have ſufficiently ſhewn, you are 
properly mindful of your truſt; and will not ſuffer the credit 
of this ſeat of learning to be put to the ſmalleſt hazard : You 
are no ſtrangers to the deſigns, meditated by the adverſaries of 
our Eſtabliſhment; and you are aware, what a dangerous and 
deceitful uſe would now be made of any indulgence, which 
otherwiſe, and in times of greater tranquillity, you might wiſh 
to ſhew. The very being of the National Church may, per- 
haps, depend on your vigilance : And you are too wiſe to be 
diverted from guarding ſo ſacred a depoſit, by the menaces 
of its open Enemies, or the perfidy of its pretended Friends. 


SERMON 
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WE ARE NOT AS MANY, WHICH CORRUPT THE WORD OF GOD; 
BUT AS OF SINCERITY, BUT AS OF GOD, IN THE SIGHT OF 
GOD, SPEAK WE IN CHRIST. 


HE great error of Chriſtians, who indulged to Specu- 

lation in former times, was corrupting the principles of 
religion with an impure mixture of Platoniſm, and wreſting 
the words of Scripture into abſtruſe and hidden meanings, 
which obſcured the rule of life revealed in the goſpel, and be- 
came the ſource of innumerable miſchiefs both to faith and 
piety. The Theoriſts of our days proceed in a different way: 
inſtead of ſtudiouſly extracting from holy writ recondite ſenſes, 
which were never in the mind of the inſpired penmen, they 
will not even allow it to contain ſuch difficulties as really belong 
to it: according to them, each circumſtance in the great Myſ- 
tery of Godlineſs* is revealed in terms of the utmoſt perſpicuity; 
they are able to comprehend what 1s the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height : + the veil, which was wont to hide the ſe- 


| crets 
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crets of the divine counſels from mortal eyes, 13 thrown aſide, 
or at leaſt made pervious to their underſtandings : they can 
force themſelves into the very ſanctuary of Truth, pervade her 
innermoſt receſſes, and even ſeize her where ſhe reſides, in un- 
clouded brightneſs, near the footſtool of the Almighty. 


Now were Religion to be conſidered under no other idea, 
than as containing rules and directions for the regulation of 
the conduct of a Rational Creature, it muſt be confeſſed, none 
was ever more plain and ſimple than the Chriſtian : its pre- 
cepts are nothing but the dictates of natural reaſon, purged 
from all the dregs of error, and exalted to their higheſt ſtate 
of perfection; and the duties it requires us to practice to 
God, our neighbour, and ourſelves, are ſuch as the loweſt 
capacities may comprehend, and the higheſt muſt approve. 
But then we ſay, this, though a true, is not a full account 
of what is wanting to make up the notion of the Religion 
of Man: in order to complete the idea, it is neceſſary 
that it make known to us the method, in which Sinners may 
be aſſured of Pardon and Salvation. And as this method can 
only be learnt from the expreſs manifeſtation of the Will of 
God, declared in his written word; it is eaſy to conceive there 
may be a variety of particulars, relative to the manner in which 
this great work 1s conducted on the part of God, which one 
would expect beforehand ſhould partake of the myſterious ſub- 
limity of their author; which refuſe to be ſcrutinized by the 
fallibility of man's judgement; and in contemplation of which, 
the dazzled eye will ever be compelled to fly to darkneſs for a 
refuge. 


Bor theſe are matters, which, as was ſaid, the nice ſtomach 
of modern W is unable to digeſt; and nothing, they 


Con- 
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contend, can ever be propoſed as an object of belief, of the 
propriety of which they have not the fulleſt and moſt adequate 
conception. When, in confutation of ſo wild an opinion, we 
urge them with the difficulties relating to the nature of the 
Divine Eſſence, the Perſonal Characters of the Son and Holy 
Spirit, and the Pre- exiſtence of Chriſt; they have a ready 
anſwer, by denying the points in queſtion to be really revealed 
in Scripture. At other times, when harder preſſed, the whole 
doctrine is explained away into a mode of ſpeech; and a Me- 
taphor that was never meant, or a Viſion that was never ſeen, 
are always at hand to ſuccour the labouring cauſe, and bring 
down the ſublimeſt and moſt wnſearchable of God's Judgements * 
to the ſcanty meaſure of human underſtanding. 


Or this latter 5 of illuſtrating the Chriſtian ſcheme, as 
it has been called, the following, among others that might be 
mentioned, are memorable inſtances. 


Tux doctrine of the AToNEMENT, or of the Redemption: 
of Mankind by the Voluntary Sacrifice of the Son of God 
upon the Croſs, is the chief corner-/tone + of the Chriſtian 

ſyſtem. It is this, which completes and cloſes the whole ſeries 
of the diſpenſations of God to man; which precludes all ex- 
pectations of any further revelation of a new religion; and puts 
the finiſhing hand to the great yſtery of Providence, kept ſecret 
 fince the world began, but now made manifeſt according to the com- 
mandment of the Everlaſting God, f the Reſtoration of mankind: 
to that Immortality which was forfeited by the Fall. It 1s this, 
which diſtinguiſhes the religion of Chriſt from all the rabble. 
of pretended revelations, before and after it; which the Mi- 
niſters of that religion ought to conſider as the Palladium of 
their cauſe, to be guarded with the ſtricteſt. care, as its beſt 
ſecurity- 
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ſecurity from the pretenſions of impoſtors and the inſults of 
unbelievers. It was revealed, at - ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, unto the Fathers, by the Prophets :* it was typified to the 
- choſen people, in their deliverance from the ſlavery of Egypt, 
and in their temporal poſſeſſion of the promiſed land: it was 
adumbrated in the ſacrifices of the Moſaic law: and it is men- 
tioned in the old teſtament and in the new, by the Prophets 
and the Apoſtles; and inculcated by the latter, with peculiar 
carneſtneſs, in their Epiſtles both to Jews and Gentiles. 


Ap yet, to the diſgrace of reaſon, even this capital article 
has not eſcaped the ſacrilegious hands of the adverſaries of our 
holy Religion. It is true, as they affect to talk, the facred 
writings affirm, that Chriſt ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt ; that 
in him we have Redemption through his Blood; and that he gave 
himſelf a Sacrifice, and a Ranſom for all. + But it would be 
doing the utmoſt violence to common 2 as well as com- 
mon humanity, to ſuppoſe that theſe and the like expreſſions 
are to be taken literally; as if he died in the flead and place of 
others, and by way of ſcreening ſinners from the puniſhment, 
which they muſt elſe have ſuffered in their own perſons. Such 
a method, of puniſhing the innocent for the guilty, is itſelf in- 
juſtice; and can never be reconciled to the wiſe ends of human 
governments, much leſs be thought to have place in the divine. 
What remains then, but that, in order to avoid a conſequence, 
ſo repugnant to our notions of equity, we underſtand the 
phraſes, in which the death of Chriſt is deſcribed under ſacri- 
fical terms, as merely figurative; applied only by way of com- 
pariſon, and in alluſion to the ſacrifices, then in frequent uſe 
with the Jewiſh and Heathen nations? Not that we would 
deny, (as theſe amphibious diſciples of Chriſt and Socinus go on) 
that the ſacrifice of our Lord, in this accommodated ſenſe, was, 
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in a ſingular manner, acceptable to God; on the contrary, it 
was attended with all the circumſtances, that could entitle it 
to peculiar marks of his favour : it was incurred in the glorious 
cauſe of Virtue ; in execution of the moſt perſevering endea- 
vours to reſcue mankind from the dominion of vice and miſery; 
and it afforded the higheſt poſſible proof of Sincerity, and the 
moſt illuſtrious Example of patient Suffering for the good of 
others.“ 


AND 1s this all, may we not aſk of theſe vain reaſoners in 
our turn, that is included in the Scripture Doctrine of Re- 
demption ? Are the ſublime phraſes, ſcattered with a rich pro- 
fuſion in the new teſtament, in which the death of Chriſt is 
uniformly repreſented as a Sacrifice, a Propitiatory Offering, 
an Expiation, an Atonement for ſin, voluntarily undertaken by 
Him for us, and accepted by the Father in our ſtead, to be all 
at laſt reſolved into Metaphors, without any proper meaning 
and reality ? Is the Saviour-of the world to be defrauded of his 
Mediatorial honours, to be degraded into a mere teacher of 
righteouſneſs, and thought worthy of no higher character than 
that of Socrates? On this ſuppoſition, where was the difference 
between the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and the Martyrdoms of the A- 
poſtles ? They, like their Maſter, after exhibiting the moſt uſe- 
ful patterns of obedience and reſignation in their lives, afforded 
the nobleſt teſtimony to the truths of the goſpel, by ſealing 
them with their blood. But is any ſuch virtue aſcribed to 
their deaths, as is to that of Chriſt? Is it ever ſaid of them, 
(I put the queſtion with horror, though it be only to ſhew its 
abſa rdity) that they hd their blood for the remiſſion of fins,* or 
that through them we have received the atonement ?4 On the 
contrary, is it not plainly the intention of Scripture, to attri- 
bute an extraordinary and ſingular efficacy to the Sufferings and 

Death of Chriſt, over and above what ariſes from his Inſtruc- 
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tion and Example, which is never attributed to the ſufferings 
and death of any other? He is deſcribed, not only as teaching 
the neceſſity of repentance, and its availableneſs to procure 
a return of the divine favour; but that availableneſs itſelf, and 
all the good effects which flow from it, are repreſented as owing 
to the merits of His Sacrifice, and to the Satisfaction which 


He has made for the ſins of the whole world. In what way 
this Satisfaction was of uſe, in reconciling ſinners to God, the 
Scripture has not explained; and perhaps to us, who ſee fo 
ſmall a part of the divine adminiſtration, it is not poſſible that 
it ſhould be explained, or brought within the reach of our 
capacities. It 1s enough, that the doctrine 1s clearly revealed; 
that it is not contrary to any truths, which reaſon and experi- 
ence teach us; and that it accords with perfect harmony to the 
uſual method of the divine proceedings in the government of 
the world.“ Inſtead of diſputing how ſo ineſtimable a benefit 
was procured, we embrace it, as an anchor of the foul both ſure 
ond ftedfaſt, + with humility and thankfulneſs, ourſelves; and 
it is our duty to communicate, if we can, a juſt conception of 
its infinite 1 Ti er unto others : warning every man, and teach- 


ing every man, I to neglect not ſo great ſalvation:¶ not aſhamed of 


. che 9 oft ] of Chriſt, 8 but glorying 1 in bis Cr ofs ; q and labouring to 


catch ſome portion of that divine ſpirit, with which the great 
Apoſtle was penetrated, when he deſcribes the Redeemer himſelf 


bending as it were from his heavenly throne, intreating, and 


almoſt kneeling to, his guilty creatures, to invite them to lay 
hold on the merits of his ſufferings, and accept the pardon 
ſecured to them by his own precious Blood. New then Me are 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by Us : We pray 
you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye Reconciled unto God. * 


2. AFTER the doctrine of the Atonement ſhould naturally 
follow that of the InTERCEss1oN of our Lord; which makes an 
0 im- 

See Bp. Butler's Analogy, Part II. ch. 5. + Heb. vi. 19. 71 Coloſſ. ii. 28. 
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important part of the Chriſtian creed, and which, like the other, 
has been equally aſſailed by the unholy hands of Infidels 
and Heretical Believers. But on this ſubject I ſpare myſelf and 
you: It has already received its higheſt finiſhing from the hands 
of a Maſter; who has treated the whole doctrine of Interceſ- 
ſion, whether relating to Men in behalf of each other, or to 
our Saviour in behalf of us all, with a preciſion and accuracy, 
to which nothing can be added, and with an eloquence and 
piety, that cannot be exceeded.“ 


3. TurkRx is another Being ſpoken of in holy writ, and de- 
ſcribed too as having no ſmall concern in the affairs of our 
lower world, but which modern ſceptics, for reaſons of their 
own, ſeem determined at all adventures to get rid of, if they 
can; and that is the Devitc. Now were not the hiſtory of 
this prince of darkneſs + immediately connected with that of 
our own redemption from his power, and ſo united with it, 
that the one cannot conſiſtently be explained without the other; 
we might well allow him to be one of thoſe viſtonary beings, 
or fictitious non-entities, which abound in the writings of 
Greek and Roman authors. But the whole diſpoſition of the 
goſpel-ſyſtem forbids us to accede to ſo fanciful an expoſition. 

In the earlieſt accounts of the origin of mankind, we find this 
wicked ſpirit deeply buſied in ſoliciting the tranſgreſſion of 
the t Adam; and a puniſhment denounced, which was, in 
due time, to be inflicted on him by the ſecond. We meet him 
again, on the publication of the goſpel, exerciſing his helliſh 
arts to ſtop its progreſs; and permitted to manifeſt his infernal 
power over the bodies of unhappy mortals, in all the ſymptoms 
of a real poſſeſſion. In conformity to this idea, our Redemp 
tion by Chriſt is ſometimes deſcribed, as conſiſting in being 


D 2 delivered 
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delivered from the dominion of the Evil One: a deliverance 
which for the preſent, through the ſecret wiles of our vigilant 
adverſary, is effected but imperfectly, and in part; but which 
hereafter, we have cauſe to hope, will be complete and full, 
when the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed; * and the great dragon, 
that old ſerpent, called the Devil and Satan, 4vhich deceiveth the 
whole world, ſhall be caſt, together with the Beaſt and falſe Pro- 
phet, into the lake of fire and brimſtone, and ſhall be tormented day 
and night, for ever and ever. 4+ But the men, who can interpret 
the Atonement of our Saviour into an accommodated figure 
of ſpeech, may eaſily bring themſelves to believe that his 
Temptation was tranſacted only in a Viſion, and that the Devil 
and the Demon cs have but the ſame ſhadowy exiftence ; 
though the literal ſenſe of all the three be ſupported by the 
ſame authority, and 1s intimately connected with the hiſtory of 
the Fall and Redemption of Man, as thoſe doctrines are re- 
vealed in Scripture. | 


4 Tur method of Accommodation, and of torturing the ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian faith into Metaphor and Viſion, has 
hitherto been principally confined to the particular inſtances, 
that have now been mentioned : but more than obſcure hints 
have dropt of late, that, in good time, when the language of 
the bible is better underſtood, it may ſucceſsfully be extended to 
many of the PRO HE CIES, quoted by the Evangeliſts from the 
Jewiſh Scriptures, in proof of the divine miſſion of our Lord. 
This, if it can be effected, will be a glorious exploit indeed ; 
worthy the endeavours of thoſe, who would leave nothing 
doubtful or myſterious in religion: After ſuch an atchieve- 


ment, only one thing will be wanting more, to make the ſyſtem 


of Rational Chriſtianity quite complete; and that 1s, ſpirituali- 


Zing the MiracLes of Jeſus into Allegories: which has been 


attempted more than once by profeſſed or acknowledged Infi- 
dels; and 1 is almoſt the only circumſtance in the revelation of 
the 
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the goſpel, that has yet eſcaped the polluted touch of modern 


Believers. 


Ir were eaſy to bring other examples of theological re- 
finements, grafted on the ſtock of Chriſtianity; by means of 
which, as the Jews are ſaid never to have ound Chriſt in the Old 
Teſtament, divines of the preſent age have well nigh ft him 
in the New. But what have been produced may be ſufficient 
for the purpoſe I had chiefly to ſerve in this long detail; which 
was to caution the minds of unſuſpecting youth againſt the 
growing danger from the arts and inſinuations of thoſe, who, 
under pretence of purifying the goſpel from corruption, have 
explained away its moſt ſubſtantial doctrines into nothing. 
Such a method of teaching religion is highly diſingenuous, 
wherever it is practiſed; but is doubly diſhonourable, and is 
attended with double danger, when it is attempted here; where 
every ſingle error, that is adopted, may be named Legion, * and 
is itſelf a Multitude; and every ſeed of folly, planted in this 
luxuriant ſoil, like the ground ſpoken of in Scripture, will be 


ſure to ſhoot, and bear ** ſome thirty, ſome ſixty, and jews an 
Hundred fold.+ . 


PERMIT me then. in concluſion, to addreſs myſelf to You, 
who are the younger part of this Univerſity; and to beſeech 
you, for your own fakes, for the ſake of mankind, for the ſake 
of the bleſſed goſpel, which ere long will be committed to your 

truſt, to beware Jeſt any man ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 

and not after Chriſt.. You are “ fallen on evil days and evil 

tongues; in thoſe perilous times, | when men will not endure 

found doctrine, but after their own luſts will heap to themſelves teach- 
ers; having itching ears:\ And I fear, left by any means, as the 
ſerpent beguiled Eve through his fubtlety, fo your minds ſhould be 
corrupted from the Jumpbicity that is in Chriſt, In the common 

courſe 
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courſe of providence, the feeding of the Church of God, which he 
hath purchaſed with his own Blood,* will, in a little time, wholly 
reſt with you : it 1s from your diligence, that the preſervation, 
or, if need be, the reſtoration of true religion is principally to be 
expected: and whatever 1s overlooked or miſtaken by You, will 
be of fatal conſequence to yourſelves, and to the churches to 
whom you are to miniſter. You are placed here, as aſpirants 
to the higheſt poſts in the Temple of Science; and it is our 
wiſh, to point out the true path that will lead you thither : The 
ſeveral ſtudies, which engage you at your entrance, are intended 
as preparatives to the ſtudy of Religion: which, as the moſt 
important, is wiſely deferred; till your judgment be completely 
ripened, your knowledge of moral evidence enlarged, and you 
be properly qualified to ſurvey, and in ſome ſort to compre- 
hend, the bearings and dependencies of that Divine Syſtem, 
which contains a diſcovery of all the counſel of God, and reaches, 
in one regular and conſiſtent progreſs, through a vaſt extent of 
ages, from the creation to the redemption of man. Think then, 
I intreat you, how earneſtly it concerns you to take care, that 
no haſty prejudices againſt a Religion, attended with every 
circumſtance to prove its claim to a celeſtial or igin, get the 
firſt poſſeſſion of your minds; how ſcrupulous it becomes 


you to be of rejecting, or conceiving lightly of, eſtabliſh- 


ed doctrines, in the belief of which the wiſeſt men have lived 
and died; and with what diſtruſt and diffidence you ſhould 
liſten to the cunning craftineſs + of thoſe, who would take ad- 


vantage of your inexperience to beguile you of all the diſtin- 


guiſhing benefits held forth to you in the goſpel, who would 
teach you a Chriſtianity without Chriſt, and a Redemption 
without a Redeemer. 


ANorHRR thing, which I would ſuggeſt to your conſidera- 
tion, 1s this. You cannot but have obſerved, that all the pe- 
culiar tenets, maintained by innovators of the preſent times, 


have 
Acts xx. 28. + Acts xx. 27. + Epheſ. iv. 14. 


[ 31 ] | 
have one common tendency, to degrade the character of Jeſus, 
and leſſen thoſe elevated notions of his Divinity, which, we 
think, have a juſt foundation in Scripture. Now where per- 
ſons have yet had no opportunity, or are not furniſhed with | 
the neceſſary knowledge, to form a deliberate judgment on 
points of ſuch conſequence; ; the prudent part is to adhere to that 
ſide, where there is the leaſt danger. If we attribute to Chriſt 
more honour than 1s his due, we have at leaſt the colour of Scrip- 
ture to urge in our behalf;* we can hardly offend, in having too 
warm a ſenſe of benefits received; the faults, which ariſe from an 
exceſs of gratitude to Him, who ſo commended his ve, as, while wwe 
were yet ſinners, to die for us, can never, we may humbly hope, 
be ſeverely noted in God's book; and we err, if it be an error, 
on the ſafer ſide: If others give him %; if, for inſtance, they 
regard him as a mere man, when, in truth, he is to be wor- 
ſhipped as a Divine Being; they, who ſo detract from the 
honour of the Son, cannot well be ſaid to honour the Father 
which hath ſent him; and their error, beyond queſtion, is of a 
more dangerous ſort. I mention this, not as a reaſon why ei- 
ther ſide ſhould be embraced implicitly, on the credit of others; 
but only, on ſuppoſition the doctrine concerning the divine 
nature of Chriſt were really doubtful, to ſhew you the part you 
ought in prudence to take, till ſuch time as you can ſafely de- 
termine for yourſelves. Reſerve, and caution, and ſuſpenſe 
of judgment, are the leaſt that can be expected from young 
_ perſons, on ſuch a ſubject. To decide authoritatively, and at 
once, on a matter of ſo high importance, againſt all appear- 
ances of reaſon, againſt the ſeeming evidence of Scripture, a- 
gainſt the opinion of the primitive and preſent churches of 
God, affords no favourable ſpecimen either of ſenſe or modeſty. 
You are not permitted, in Revelation, to receive ſome articles, 
and to reject others; it is altogether true, or it is altogether 
falſe; it is Nothing, or it is the moſt niportant of All Things. 


MISTAKE 
* John v. 23. + Rom. v. 8. + John v. 23. 
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Misr Axkx me not, as recommending to you a blind ſubmiſ- 


. ſion to authority; but only, for the preſent, a reaſonable ac- 


quieſcence in doctrines, commonly received, till you are able 
even of yourſelves to judge what is right. x The time is coming, 
yea is now at hand, when, as we are willing to hope, Chriſt will 
be completely formed in ycu; + when, after defiring, as new born 
babes, the fincere milk of ble word, that ye may grow thereby, you 
will at length be fitly prepared for receiving firong meat, which 
belongeth to them that are of full age.|| In the mean while, con- 
tenting yourſelves with a general acquaintance with the truths 
of religion, you will do wiſely to leave the diſcuſſion of ab- 
ſtruſe and difficult points, to a diſtant day; and, according to 
the direction of the Apoſtle, to mark them which cauſe diviſions 
and offences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them. 9 Such a conduct will peculiarly become your age 
and ſtation; and will be your beſt ſecurity from preſent and fu- 
ture error. Like trees in happier climes, which bear bloſſoms 
and fruit together; you will reap an immediate benefit 


from the cultivation of that knowledge, which is taught you 


now; and will be ripening, by juſt degrees, to that maturer 
Rate, when you ſhall come unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure 


of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. C As many as walk according 
to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Ijrael of 


God!*,, We ſay unto you, in the words of the inſpired Pfalmiſt, 


the. Lord proſper 28 ; 10 W1fh 544 good luck in the name of the Lord! 
00 38 


* Luke xii. 57, + Gal. iv. 19. f 1Pet.ii. 2. | Heb. vi. 14. 


8 Rom. N. 17. -Þ Epbel iv. 13. „Gal. vi. 16. Pal, exxix. 8. 


